October 26, 2010

The Missoula County Commissioners



Your mailing address
Missoula County Courthouse





phone number and or e-mail
200 West Broadway

Missoula, Montana 59801
Dear Missoula County Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of the Bike/Walk Alliance for Missoula, Missoula-Lolo Trail Alliance’s request for a bicycle pedestrian pathway between Missoula and Lolo. 

Highway 93 between Missoula and Lolo is a high speed 4-lane corridor.  Currently, bicycles and pedestrians must ride or walk on the shoulder or in the fog lane of Highway 93 South.  This particular stretch of highway is noted for its high accident rate which includes three bicycle fatalities and one pedestrian fatality.  Cars and trucks move through the corridor at sixty-five miles per hour which in one four mile stretch through the Lolo Grade leaves little or no room for error.  

The Missoula-Lolo Pathway would complete a fifty-four mile bike-ped path that runs from Lolo to Hamilton.  The pathway between Lolo and Hamilton is used on a daily basis year around.  The completion of the eight mile Lolo to Missoula link would increase the ridership for bicycles in addition to giving them a safe separated route into Missoula.  The Missoula-Lolo pathway would be used by recreational and commuter cyclists.  It would also give a safe and healthy walkway for pedestrians who also walk the 8 miles on a regular basis.

Respectfully,

Your name
