[image: image1.jpg]BI KE/WALK ALLIANCE forMISSOULA




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 7, 2007

Contact: Ryan Newhouse (546-5280)
bikewalk@bikewalkmissoula.org 
BWAM ANNOUNCES WAVING WEDNESDAYS
New cost-free, completely voluntary initiative encourages cyclists, walkers, and other non-motorized folks to wave to each other every Wednesday
Missoula, MT – The Bike/Walk Alliance for Missoula (BWAM), a new non-profit dedicated to promoting and enhancing biking and walking in the Garden City, today announced a new initiative to encourage all cyclists and walkers to wave to each other all day every day on Wednesdays. 

The purpose is to keep building the web of support and camaraderie among Missoula residents who transport themselves under their own power.  It’s also a reminder that cycling and walking are probably the friendliest forms of transportation around.
“We decided to launch Waving Wednesdays in January because it is a time of year when it’s a little more challenging to get around by bike or foot and cyclists and walkers need all the help they can get,” said Ryan Newhouse, a volunteer leader and communication coordinator for BWAM. “We hope this will encourage a wave of waving and walker/cyclist interaction,” said Newhouse. “And if they’d like, drivers can join in, though it’s a little harder to see them behind a windshield.”
When asked if this is an official city program, Newhouse said, “No, of course not. It’s completely voluntary, fun, and cost-free – kind of like biking and walking.” Newhouse added, “While we encourage waving on Wednesdays, and frankly any day, we do want to remind everyone to stay safe and don’t wave if it puts you at risk.  Otherwise, ride, walk, wave and have fun!”

The newly-incorporated BWAM is not just encouraging friendly behavior, but also pursuing a number of other projects, including the creation of a website for biking and walking resources in Missoula (bikewalkmissoula.org) support for a safer Higgins Avenue, development of a new computer-based map of potential bike/walk improvements around the city, retention of the bike lanes at the Reserve/Mullan intersection, and research into new funding resources for walkways. BWAM has teams working on these projects.  For more information about the teams or membership, contact Bob Wachtel, BWAM’s membership coordinator, at 728-6398 or email bikewalk@bikewalkmissoula.org.
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